
Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer.”    
                                                            –Unknown

Safe Haven has been blessed with generous volunteer participation—this year from 
GE volunteers who performed a massive spring landscape cleanup, the Hamilton Elks 
who followed up with mulching and weeding (and were also kind enough to give us 
a helpful donation), the friends and supporters who helped parents and staff make 
social events special for the farmers, and perhaps none more enthusiastic than those 
who volunteered from Keller Williams Advantage Realty in Beavercreek, Ohio. 
 
The realty designates the second Thursday in May as RED Day 
Renew, Energize, Donate— as their annual day of service. 
 

States Leigh Hart, CEO and owner of Hart Homes/Keller Williams Advantage, “Each year we celebrate RED Day as a part of 
our legacy worth leaving. Making a difference in the lives of others and bettering the communities where we serve lies at the 
heart of the Keller Williams culture. This observance defines who we are and is a natural extension of our commitment to the 
highest level of professional customer service. 
Over time, a growing number of our family 
members and friends continue to participate 
in this extraordinary event. It embodies the 
generous spirit and commitment associates 
have to “giving back” to the cities and towns 
where they live and work.”

Continued on page 2.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS

The Safe Haven Way

Hamilton Community Foundation Grants Our Wishes
In February, Safe Haven Farms received a significant grant from an anonymous donor through the Hamilton Community 
Foundation. This generous grant was given to help us with some major items from our wish list that we could not fund on our own. 

The key items funded by the grant include 1) purchase of a replacement farm truck to do the heavy duty hauling needed on 
the farm and to provide more cabin space to take farmers into the community 2) construction of a new equipment shed to 
provide some much-needed storage space for the truck, tractor, RTV, riding mowers, etc. 3) construction of a new hydroponic 
greenhouse and purchase of equipment to significantly increase the vegetable and herb production at the farm 4) construction 
of an enclosed concrete containment pad to temporarily store manure and prevent potential ground water contamination 
5) funds to support a college student scholarship fund we are establishing in conjunction with our service provider, Choices 
in Community Living, to help them recruit and retain direct care staff for the farm from nearby universities.

See our first purchase with the grant– our new 2017 F-250 
Super Duty truck, with 4-wheel drive and a crew cab that 
exactly meets our needs. We plan to have the other items 
funded by the grant constructed by the end of this year. We 
sincerely appreciate the support from our generous donor 
and the Hamilton Community Foundation for providing this 
incredible gift to Safe Haven Farms. THANK YOU!!
– Denny Rogers
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A Red Letter Day at Safe Haven
Continued from page 1. Leigh continues, “For our 2018 Red 
Day Event we were drawn to Safe Haven because we sensed a 
need that could be filled by our large number of volunteers. We 

were thrilled that this year at Safe Haven we had the largest turnout to date for a RED Day event. Little did we know that 
after serving Safe Haven for a day, the sense of pride for our company culture and gratitude for an organization like Safe 
Haven would stick with each and every one of us for many days to come. Our agents are still beaming when we talk about 
all we accomplished on Red Day 2018.” And accomplish they did! You showed us all how you “Give where you live.” We 
appreciate the many projects you worked on.

Thanks Walkers 
and Volunteers

The 4th annual Walk On for Autism was 
held in late September around the lake at 
Voice of America Park in West Chester.  
The fundraiser benefits Safe Haven 
Farms and highlights the therapeutic 
equestrian program for participants with 
autism.  This year’s walk brought out 130 
walkers supporting 25 different teams 
named for the farmers and riders at SHF. 
The event was also supported by a record 
17 corporate sponsors!!  Emcee Mike 
Odioso kicked off the walk with moving comments from the farmers and parents about what Safe Haven Farms 
has brought to their lives.  After a lap around the lake, attendees could enjoy miniature horses, craft painting, 
balloon animals, and refreshments.  The event planning committee extends deep gratitude to our many Gold, 
Silver, and Bronze sponsors! We look forward to seeing all our supporters next year on September 21, 2019.

Our Walk On 
volunteers 
including many 
from GE and 
Kohls.



3

Responsible stewardship is the hallmark of the Safe Haven Farms’ mission 
By Gary Blevins

As this is being written in late October, the nearly 60 acres of 
the Safe Haven Farms property are ablaze with orange, yellow 
and red. Some leaves are still green, as are the pastures and 
lawns. It is a great time of year to be on the farm.
Through watchful caretaking, the extensive woodland trails 
have been well maintained for the morning walking enjoyment 
of our farmers, staff, dogs and miniature horses. Many might not 
know that the founders of Safe Haven Farms placed much of 
the property into permanent conservation trust so it can never 
be developed. So, those morning walks through the serenity 
of the woods and fields may continue as long as the farm is in 
existence.

In 2018, the woods themselves required little maintenance, 
other than for safety on and around the trails. But within the 
developed property, we experienced major expenses removing 
trees downed by a storm, as well as trimming for preservation 
and appearance. Several major trees had to be removed because 
they were dead and could have presented a danger to people and 
property.  

Safe Haven Farms was fortunate in 2018 to be financially 
enabled to address several needed and desirable projects because 
of the generosity of an anonymous benefactor who worked 
through the Hamilton Community Foundation to provide 
funds that allowed us to accomplish, among other things, the 
following major property improvements:

• Replacement of our old pickup truck. It had served 
us well since being donated eight years ago, but it was 
requiring more and more repair. The “new to us” 2017 
F-250 Super Duty 4x4 with a crew cab will serve the 
farm needs well. It has cab room to take more of our 
farmers on farm related trips into the surrounding 
communities. 

• Construction of a much needed equipment storage 
shed, including a concrete floor, electrical service, and 
a gravel driveway, shown at right. 

• Purchase of a hydroponic greenhouse kit to further 
extend our variety and amount of vegetables and 
plants through all seasons for farm consumption and 
sale of surpluses at the weekly Middletown market that 
we have participated in for some time. A volunteer 
construction team will do the assembly on a new 
concrete pad near the two existing hoop houses.

• And even the construction of the mundane sounding, 
but very necessary manure enclosure to comply with 
the Butler County Soil and Water requirements.

Several other projects have been made possible by donations 
from numerous others who support the farm on a continuing 
basis.

For 2018, we still hope to have the pasture drainage and blow 
holes concerns fixed. This condition limits where we can 
pasture the horses without putting them at risk of broken legs 
and other injuries. We are getting bids, and this will be another 
major expense. If not in 2018, in early 2019.

We have not had to spend a great deal over the years on the 
original farm house that houses administrative offices, which we 
call the Welcome House. That came to an end in 2018 with the 
need to replace the deteriorating flooring in the entrance hall, 
family room and kitchen. Then as cold weather began, we faced 
the fact that the inefficient, unreliable heating and air system, 
including duct work and ceiling vents, needed to be totally 
replaced with a conventional system. The cost was significant.

• AS WE LOOK FORWARD TO 2019, WE SEE 
AT LEAST THREE MAJOR NEEDS. We had the 
Welcome House roof patched in 2018 by very nice 
volunteers. The bad news is we were told the roof 
would not last more than another year. The estimated 
replacement cost is $15,000. We need to find a way to 
do this in 2019.

•  We have continually worked at repairing and 
replacing fencing since buying  the property, in 
keeping with the old saying “Good fences make good 
neighbors”. We need to replace the down and broken 
fence on the west side of the front hay field. Based 
on previous experience, we estimate we will need 
$5,000 to complete the project. 

•  The barn roof needs to be repainted in 2019, both to 
protect it and for appearances. That cost is estimated 
to be $7,000. 

Additional dollars from the Hamilton Community Foundation 
grant have been used to contribute scholarship dollars to 
support the ongoing continued education of Safe Haven staff. 
The amounts made available through the grant are important 
dollars doing real work, as are donations of any amount from 
our supporters.
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Block Party at the Farm
In August our provider, Choices in Community Living, 
joined with staff from Butler County Developmental 
Disabilities and nearly 25 members of St. John’s United 
Church of Christ in Germantown, to host a picnic for Safe 
Haven farmers, their families and neighbors of the farm. 
The event at the Safe Haven Carpenter Picnic Pavilion 
was blessed by a beautiful day and food so scrumptious that 
seconds were impossible to resist. Conversation among 
community members from the church, the neighbors, DD 
professionals, Safe Haven staff, and parents rekindled old 
relationships, introduced the farmers to caring community 
members, highlighted the farm’s strengths and needs, and 
reminded us that serving those with special challenges can 
be a spiritual gift. 

Denny Rogers Receives GE 
Outstanding Retiree Award
This award is given annually to a retired GE employee 
for exemplary community contribution as part of their 
Community Service Fund recognition event. Denny 
Rogers, president of Safe Haven Farms, Inc. was 
selected for his founding role and ongoing outstanding 
volunteerism on behalf of Safe Haven Farm (SHF). 
 
Emily—Denny and wife Ann Rogers’s daughter with 
autism— inspires their passion and constant hard work 
at SHF. Denny’s leadership as well as the determination of numerous other families 
ARE the reason that SHF continues to grow and thrive. 
 
From the beginning, the GE Foundation, its volunteers and its Community Service 
Fund have supported Denny’s vision for Emily and other adults with autism served 
at SHF through significant grant dollars and thousands of volunteer hours.
 
Congratulations, Denny, for this well-earned recognition and deep regards to GE for 
helping Denny and Ann realize their dream of a quality life for Emily and others. Emily (second left) and three of her current and 

former staff from House 1.

Did the 2017 Tax Reform Affect your Charitable Giving Strategy?

• Consider directing your Required Minimum Distribution from a qualified IRA to Safe Haven Farms. 
You might be able to avoid income tax on this distribution and still support your favorite non-profit.  
Ask your tax advisor for more information.

• Donate stock to Safe Haven Farms.  You may be eligible to transfer shares of stock or a mutual 
fund to SHF to avoid capital gains on appreciated equities that you have owned for a year or more. 
Consult your tax advisor. 

Ann and Denny 
Rogers, flanked by 
(left) Tom Brisken 
from GE CSF 
Retirees Committee 
and (right) Tony 
Mathis, VP&GM 
Military Engine 
Systems Operation.
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Nancy Spidare and Safe Haven Farms . . . a Sweet Connection
In 2009 area resident Matthew Spidare was 
working with the civil engineering and land 
surveying firm that Safe Haven Farms, Inc. had 
hired to ready the farm property for construction. 
As Matthew learned more about Safe Haven, it 
occurred to him that his mother Nancy Spidare 
might find it interesting. Nancy was living in 
northern Ohio and had considered moving to the 
Cincinnati area to be closer to family. At that time 
she was working in a special needs classroom as a 
paraprofessional. An education major with a minor 
in home economics in college, Nancy began her 
career as a 3rd grade teacher until becoming a stay-
at-home mom to her three sons. 
 
Happily for Safe Haven, she made the move and 
began working with two of our residents in their family homes before Safe Haven Farms 
even officially opened for residents in 2010. But now—after 9 years of invaluable full-
time service—Nancy is retiring. 
 
Putting her education and experience to good use for Safe Haven, Nancy has helped 
farmers with life skills in their residences, educational and vocational activities during 
Day Hab, and has developed a cooking curriculum for the day program. On Fridays the 
farmers make something, often using fresh produce from the Safe Haven gardens. Recipes 
are keyed to the theme of the month, such as salsa month or pumpkin month, with 
homemade salsa being one of the most successful and delicious creations—chock full of 
fresh-picked garden produce. To help the farmers make the dishes, she creates picture 
schedules so they can follow the steps. She is also prepares many of the dinners that are 
served at the monthly dances, and she is the holiday cookie lady providing  beautiful  
cookie trays for the Safe Haven Christmas party. (See one of her favorite recipes on the  
back page.)

 
Nancy says that while retirement will offer more time to relax, she will still be involved in 
Safe Haven activities, particularly our yearly “Walk On” fundraising event. At the same 
time she wants to visit her five grandchildren here in Ohio and in New Jersey more than 

she was able to while working. She also looks forward to traveling to the British Isles and the Holy Land and perhaps a cruise or two.
 
Nancy comments that next to raising her children, working at Safe Haven was the most rewarding thing she has ever done. Thank 
you, Nancy, for everything you have contributed to Safe Haven, and we wish you a long and happy retirement! 

Safe Haven Remembers 
a Good Friend
Jena Botting was a valued SHF staff member. She dearly loved her 
work and the adults that she supported. Jena lost her fight with ALS 
on July 10, 2018 at age 27. She never forgot her love for SHF and her 
family recognized Jena’s special caring with memorial donations in 
her name. In the spring Safe Haven Farms will honor Jena with a tree 
planting and memorial bench in the outdoor common area. Her spirit 
and dedication will be remembered.

Nancy helps farmer Pat “stir it up.”

Above: Nancy and farmer Keaton harvesting 
produce from the hoop house.

Below: Nancy and mini horse Jack lead the 
farmers on their daily walk. It’s a rare day 
when Nancy registers less than 12,000 steps 
on her exercise monitor.
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Zack and April with their children at a recent farm 
picnic for SHF farmers, family, and staff.

“Don’t forget to leave your handprints 
on the ones you love and your footprints 
around the neighborhood.”  –Lisa C. Miller  
 

           Zach Stacy is our new Farm Manager. Zach is another good neighbor.  
           He and his wife April and their children live directly across the road from 
Safe Haven. We welcome Zach to the farm. He is familiar with us because his wife had worked for several years as an excellent 
caregiver for the Safe Haven residents, whom Zach has also come to know and appreciate individually. 
 
Zach replaces Bill Ison, who is moving into retirement. We wish Bill and Abby Ison a long and happy retirement. They served 
the farm and farmers well and have also been great neighbors and volunteers.  Zach is very familiar with the environment of 
farms, having grown up in a farming community and being involved as a young man as a member of the Future Farmers of 
America (FFA). He is certified in livestock management and equine science. He was employed in the horse industry training 
show horses. He comes to Safe Haven after several years in nursing home management. 
 
Working with Zach as a maintenance contractor is Mark Short, who has extensive knowledge and expertise in most things 
requiring maintenance and repair. Together, it is expected they will reduce our dependence on outside maintenance services, 
while also keeping the farm looking and running good.

Share the Love 
February 13, 2019
The 5th annual Share the Love 
fundraiser dinner for Safe Haven Farms is coming up 
on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at the Grand Finale 
restaurant in Glendale, OH.  If you or your business 
can sponsor our event, please contact the Event Chair, 
Leslie Odioso, leslie.odioso@gmail.com or at 513-574-
6376.  You can also help by donating the use of a time 
share or a week at your vacation home for a raffle to be 
held at the dinner. Contact Leslie if you have an item 
to donate.  Look for your invitation to arrive at the 
beginning of the New Year! 

Abby and Bill Ison (front) at a previous Share the Love 
dinner along with Janice Tinch, CICL administrative staff , 
and her husband Scott. The Isons and the Tinches are nearby 
neighbors of Safe Haven. They have provided invaluable 
support and friendship over the years.

Increasing Community Awareness
As this newsletter has detailed in previous issues, Safe Haven Farms, 
Inc., has been advocating for modifications in the Medicaid HCBS 
settings rule which looks unfavorably on both rural and disability-
specific settings. In October a group of local dignitaries toured the 
farm at our invitation. We described services for individuals served at 
the farm, discussed the Medicaid HCBS settings rule and requested 
support for individuals with disabilities to have the choice of where 
they live without losing their Medicaid benefits.
 Visitors to the farm for the October 15 tour were:

• US Congressman Warren Davidson (Ohio 8th District - which 
includes Safe Haven)

• Davidson’s staff member Adam Hewitt
• Middletown City Councilman Tal Moon (whose sister Addie 

attends the day program)
• Madison Township Trustee Thomas Hall
• Representatives of Butler Co Probate Court

• Magistrate Heather Cady
• Guardianship Social Worker Becky DeLong

• Safe Haven parents & board members – Denny Rogers, Gary 
Blevins, Pam Lockwood

• Safe Haven parent - Craig Moon
• Choices Program Director - Dennis Carter

 
The more first-hand exposure we can give to those in the political 
arena about the value of Safe Haven and the services we provide, the 
more informed they can be in evaluating the harsh and seemingly 
uninformed governmental strictures affecting persons with disabilities. 

Connie Back, (left) our 
wonderful next-door neighbor 
and long-time supporter of SHF, 
enjoying visiting with farmers and 
families at the Block Party picnic.
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Equestrian Update
Colder days have arrived but that has not stopped the hardy riders 
enrolled in our fall/winter equestrian sessions. Brandy Hinkle, our 
equestrian program director, along with our three great horses, are 
making a difference in the lives of our riders. Ranging in age from 4 
years to adult, our riders are on the autism spectrum, an admission 
criterion. Take a look at some of our youngest buckaroos.

Currently 10 community riders and 6 of our farmers attend classes. 
Community classes are offered every Wednesday evening and 
Saturday morning, and Safe Haven farmers ride on Friday mornings. In the spring we hope to add Mondays 4:00-7:00 pm for 
more sessions. Cost of classes is $30.00 each or $180 for a six week session.

Each rider has a volunteer leader and a side walker (or two if needed) who work with the rider during class. Many of our riders 
have improved their balance astride so much that the side walkers need only walk alongside. Some have even progressed to 
riding independently. Plans include taking our independent riders to the County Fair, as this year one of our riders came home 
with a blue ribbon. 

If you love horses, our program could use more volunteers to help our riders and also persons willing to sponsor our horses. We 
could also use a draft size western saddle and any towels you no longer need. If you would like to observe our classes or have 
questions about volunteering or enrolling, please contact safehavenequestrian@gmail.com. 

Day Hab participant Addie with staff member Danielle 
admiring SHF items at Bern’s Halloween event.

SHF Community Participation and 
Partnerships Expanding
 
On any given day SHF residents and Day Program participants are in the 
community working, volunteering and having fun. The Tuesday Pendleton 
Farmers Market in Middletown has become more than just a place to sell 
fresh produce and art work. The Pendleton SHF market stand recently 
caught the attention of Kenna, a longtime employee with Bern’s Garden 
Center in Monroe. Kenna struck up a friendship with the Safe Haven farmers 
and agriculture manager Mike Rogers and began volunteering her expertise at 
the farm.

Through Kenna, Bern’s Garden Center now donates thousands of their 
year end seeds to Safe Haven Farms. The farmers not only use these seeds 
in their own planting, but through their Facebook page they share excess 
seeds with similar programs across the country. SHF has active, ongoing 
communications with many of these persons. Kenna is not only linking SHF 

to future partnership activities with the garden 
center but to a group of “master gardeners” who 
are championing the work being done at SHF.

Recently SHF had a market booth at the 
Bern’s Garden Center Halloween event. This 
participation was as much friend-making as 
produce-selling. The SHF booth featured some 
end of the year produce as well as crafts and art 
items made by the farmers. 

SHF to Participate 
in Lebanon’s 

Christmas Parade
Mini-horse Jack along with SHF farmers will 
make their debut at this year’s Christmas 
Parade on Saturday, December 1, 2018. This 
parade attracts hundreds of regional families 
and friends. The annual event is seen by many 
as the beginning of the holiday season. Jack is 
in full preparation for his first appearance with 
grooming 
and cart 
pulling 
practice 
sessions. 
SHF is 
thrilled to 
be part of 
this highly 
anticipated 
community 
occasion.
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Ingredients
10 oz jar maraschino cherries  
1 ¾ cup flour  
½ cup unsweetened cocoa  
¼ tsp. baking soda  
¼ tsp. baking powder  
¼ tsp. salt 
½ cup butter  
1 cup suqar  
1 egg 
1 ½ tsp vanilla 

Frosting 
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips  
½ cup sweetened condensed milk 

a favorite Christmas cookie from Nancy Spidare

Drain cherries and reserve juice. 

Stir together flour, cocoa, baking soda, baking powder, and 
salt. In a large bowl, beat butter, add sugar and beat until 
fluffy. Add egg and vanilla, beat well. Add flour mixture and 
mix. Shape into 1” balls and place on ungreased baking sheet. 
Press down center of each with thumb and place ½ a cherry in 
middle. 

In a small saucepan, combine chocolate chips and sweetened 
condensed milk. Cook and stir over low heat until combined. 
Stir in 4 tsp. cherry juice (more if too thick). Spoon 1 tsp. 
frosting over cherry with a small spoon and swirl. Bake in 
preheated 350 degree oven about 8 minutes. Remove to racks 
to cool.

Buried Cherry Cookies 

Hamilton Community Foundation Grants Our Wishes
In February, Safe Haven Farms received a significant grant from an anonymous donor through the Hamilton Community 
Foundation. This generous grant was given to help us with some major items from our wish list that we could not fund on our own. 

The key items funded by the grant include 1) purchase of a replacement farm truck to do the heavy duty hauling needed on 
the farm and to provide more cabin space to take farmers into the community 2) construction of a new equipment shed to 
provide some much-needed storage space for the truck, tractor, RTV, riding mowers, etc. 3) construction of a new hydroponic 
greenhouse and purchase of equipment to significantly increase the vegetable and herb production at the farm 4) construction 
of an enclosed concrete containment pad to temporarily store manure and prevent potential ground water contamination 
5) funds to support a college student scholarship fund we are establishing in conjunction with our service provider, Choices 
in Community Living, to help them recruit and retain direct care staff for the farm from nearby universities.

See our first purchase with the grant– our new 2017 F-250 
Super Duty truck, with 4-wheel drive and a crew cab that 
exactly meets our needs. We plan to have the other items 
funded by the grant constructed by the end of this year. We 
sincerely appreciate the support from our generous donor 
and the Hamilton Community Foundation for providing this 
incredible gift to Safe Haven Farms. THANK YOU!!
– Denny Rogers
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